
 

 

 CASA Happenings 

CASA Of Central Oregon 
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The òHeartó Facts ...  

1/1/09 ñ7/31/09  

74 currently active 
CASA volunteers  

230 children served 
by a CASA 

13 New Graduates  

64 childrenõs case 
closed 

33 children returned 
to family  

11 aged out of sys-
tem 

11 Adoptions 

0 Guardianships 

51 children waiting 
for a CASA 
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Serving Crook, Deschutes & 

Jefferson Counties 

Gaylynn Kern is CASA of Central Oregonõs newest 

employee and the new volunteer coordinator for 

Crook County.  Since December of 2007 Gaylynn vol-

unteered as a CASA advocate in Crook County .   

òWhat I like about CASA is feeling like what I'm do-

ing matters.  When you read things that kids in foster 

care write, it seems as if their CASAs have been the 

one constant in their lives.  We have CASAs in Crook 

County that have advocated for the same kids for 13 

years! 

I am married and have three children and two grand-

children.  I have worked in Finance for the last 30 

years and have played every role in the Mortgage 

Loan Business that you can think of.  In addition to 

working for CASA I am currently a loan officer for Metlife Home Loans.  

I grew up in Rogue River, Oregon after being transplanted from Mississippi.  I have lived all 

up and down Interstate 5 but came to Prineville in 2001 because my then 6 year old daughter 

liked the "wood park".  I grew up in a small town where I knew my neighbors and thatõs also 

what I like about Prineville.  I like that the school knows my daughter, she isn't just one of a 

couple thousand other kids.  And I also like the "Wood Park" (also known as Memorial Park).  

In my spare time I like to rock hound, bead and sew.ó 

Meet Crook Countyõs New CASA Volunteer Coordinator 

The 2009 Hawaiian themed Volunteer Appreciation event has been 

rescheduled because the majority of our volunteers and community 

partners are on vacation during the month of August.  The good news 

is it sounds like everyone is having a wonderful summer enjoying 

family and friends.  The dinner is postponed until October and a Save 

the Date will be sent soon.  The Board of Directors looks forward to 

honoring your work and meeting you in October.  Please continue 

collecting your floral shirts and leis!  

CASA Volunteer Appreciation Dinner Postponed  
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C A S A  O F  C E N T R A L  O R E G O N  

CASA BOARD  

OF DIRECTORS  

PRESIDENT:  

John Boylen  

SECRETARY/

TREASURER: 

Kerri VanSise  

LEADERSHIP  

VOLUNTEERS:  

Karole Stockton  

Heather Salvesen 

Tim Koester  

Pamela Thomas 

Susan Stearns 

ADVOCATE  LIAISONS  

Meryl Koester  

Ev Tackla 

GoodSearch Update  

www.goodsearch.com  

Amount Earned To Date 

January:   $2.21 

February:  $2.54 

March:  $1.73 

April:   $1.31 

May:   $2.41 

June:    $2.02 

July:  $1.28 

Total:   $13.48 

July & August  

Birthdays  
 

Patty Pachtman 7/13 

Leo Reinikka 7/15  

Judy Barker  7/16 

Tina Kopp 7/16  

Donna Pfieffer 7/25  

Gaylynn Kerns 7/28  

Patricia Lieuallen  8/1  

June Scherocman  8/5 

Bea Latenser  8/13 

Allesha Potts  8/19 

Tarra Johnson 8/23 

Doug Butler  8/30  

Denise Wright  8/31  

GoodShop Update:   

www.goodshop.com  

$33.29 

CASA STAFF  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  

Pam Fortier 

VOLUNTEER COORD.  

Gaylynn Kern ñCrook 

County  

Veronica Theriot ñ

Deschutes County  

Ali Mostue ñDeschutes 

County  

Candie Johnstonñ

Jefferson County  

Save the Date  

September 27, 2009 Å 

Texas HoldõEm Tourna-

ment and Fundraiser for 

CASA Å Riverhouse Con-

vention Center, Bend 

 

October 2009 Å Resched-

uled CASA Volunteer 

Appreciation Dinner Å 

Redmond Senior Center Å 

Hawaiian Theme 

October 2009 Å Lifting 

Voices For Our Children 

Benefit Concert Å Featur-

ing Soloists Heather 

Salvesen and Eileen 

Heaton with Renown Ac-

companist Jeff Cox   

CASA Office Switching to Quarterly Newsletters  

Dear Readers, 

In the June newsletter we asked readers to complete a brief survey on the usefulness and ef-

fectiveness of our newsletter.  Fourteen readers completed the survey thus far and the feed-

back overall was extremely positive.  The four most popular regular features of the newslet-

ter were: Messages from the Board and ED, Volunteer Spotlight, Upcoming Events, and Spe-

cial Interest Stories Highlighting Specific Accomplishments of CASA Volunteers.   Com-

ments suggest that the regularity of the newsletter keeps people informed of CASA events, 

better connected to other CASA volunteers and the local community, and also keeps CASA 

in the forefront of each readerõs mind.  Suggestions included adding more information about 

board members, the organizationõs financial status, comments from CASA kids, additional 

resource information and a break down of our stats by county.    

Thank you to everyone who completed the survey.  Your feedback gives us increased direc-

tion for our ongoing communications with our readers.  We will work diligently to imple-

ment the suggested changes but we also have to be cognizant of the time it takes to put the 

newsletter together.  Because of increased caseloads we will be moving to quarterly newslet-

ters.  During the other months we will email monthly notifications with relevant information 

such as upcoming events and bulletins. 



 

 

Volunteer Spotlight  
Barbara Bates  

Barbara Bates, a Deschutes County volunteer, moved to Bend in 2000 with her husband.  

Barbara was a Human Resource Manager for several computer software companies be-

fore becoming a volunteer in 2003.  She enjoys playing with her grandchildren, golf, 

reading, gardening, traveling and getting in shape to run 5Ks again.   

Barbara was seeking a volunteer opportunity where she would work directly with chil-

dren and heard about CASA through another volunteer.  

During Barbaraõs six years as a CASA, she has advocated tirelessly for a total of sixteen 

children; currently she has two cases with a total of eight children.  Barbara has dedi-

cated a total of 360 hours to CASA and driven over 2500 miles.  Barbara is consistent, 

reliable, meticulous and methodical.  She manages her cases well and doesnõt balk at dif-

ficult cases.  She cares deeply for the children she serves and her professionalism is well 

received by providers and attorneys.  Barbara was appointed to a very complicated case 

last fall.  Barbara jumped right in and spent an extensive amount of time reading through the volumes of case informa-

tion (file information is in boxes).  She works hard to be sure the children achieve permanency.  In addition to her CASA 

work Barbara was a board liaison in 2007 and 2008.   

Barbara states she enjoys being a CASA because she enjoys seeing the fruits of her labor have an impact on the future of 

the kids.  She says no two cases are alike, she finds being a CASA rewarding and challenging and she enjoys learning 

about the resources available to children and their families in the community.  Barbara also remarked that she appreci-

ates staff being supportive and accommodating when she is not able to cover a hearing.  She said it is possible for her to 

be successful without feeling tied to the job and feel guilty about missing a hearing/meeting.  

The staff in Deschutes County feels very fortunate to have such a dedicated and competent volunteer as Barbara Bates!   

Itõs that time again.  Training for new volunteers takes place the month of October.  This will be our second training of 

the year.  The CASA training will be held in the Commission on Children and Families (CCF) Community Room located 

upstairs in the Mike Maier Building at 1130 NW Harriman St in Bend.  If you know someone interested in the training, 

please instruct them to call our office 389-1618.  The following is the Deschutes County volunteer training schedule:  

Upcoming Volunteer Training Begins September 30th  
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Wednesday  September 30th 3:00-6:00 CCF Community Room  

Thursday  October 1st  3:00-6:00 CCF Community Room  

Wednesday  October 7th  3:00-6:00 CCF Community Room  

Thursday  October 8th  3:00-6:00 CCF Community Room  

Wednesday  October 14th  3:00-6:00 CCF Community Room  

Thursday  October 15th  10:00-1:00 Deschutes County Court House 

Wednesday  October 21st  3:00-7:00 Redmond Public Library  

Thursday  October 22nd  3:00-7:00 CCF Community Room  

Tuesday  October 27th  3:00-7:00 Redmond Public Library  


